MINUTES
The first meeting of the seventh Senate of the Student Government Association of
Western Kentucky University was called to order at 5:00 PM on September 2nd, 2008,
with the Speaker of the Senate in the chair.
There were 19 of 28 senators present
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The minutes were read and approved.

President - Johnathon F. Boles

~.

I hope you all enjoyed the long Labor Day weekend, but I am sure you are
..
enjoying being back on campus.
I still need a representative and an alternate for the Bowling Green City
Commission and I now need a student for the WeStern Kentucky University
Student Research Council. I also need to appoint two faculty and four students to
the University Complaints Committee. Like last year, I have passed out the list of
those who served last year. Please nominate the person you feel best to serve in
this capacity and like last year) we will vote next week on this. Please fill these
out and get them back to me as quickly as possible.
At 7:45 is the MANDATORY Candidate Interest Meeting. Please tell all potential
freshman senators.
I may have to leave the Senate meeting early to go to the Freshmen Assembly
which I am the emcee for and I am speaking and plugging the SGA! If you need
anything call me.

Executive Vice President - Kayla W. Shelton
Hey everyone!
The date for the fall retreat is scheduled as the same weekend of the WKU-UK
game.
I was thinking we could go to Lexington, hit up some hiking trails and have some
fun, while learning all about SGA of course, and then dismiss a couple of hours
early for the game.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Calhoun: What about
tailgating during the game? Executive Vice President Shelton: I can't control
what you do, but I would prefer if you didn' t show back up at the hotel
completely intoxicated.
We can also schedule the retreat for the weekend of October 11th and 12th

Administrative Vice President - R. Reagan Gilley
We spent no money last week.
Monique is placing an ad in the Herald at a cost of about $75 or so- talk to her if
you have any questions.
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If you have any questions about the budget, speak. up tonight.
Please join the Student Research Council because it's a very fun, interesting
committee.

Speaker of the Senate - Nathan J. Eaton
Make sure you are reading everything that is sent out to you.
I would like to have a brief meeting with committee fiep.ds in my office after this
meeting.
\1
Staff Reports

,
Chief of Staff: Skyl. r l ordao
No report.

•

Director of Public Relations: Monigue Gooch
No report.

'.

Director of Academic and Student Affairs: M. Andrew Eclov
No report.
Director of Infonnation Technology: Charlie Harris
No report.
Committee Reports
Standing
Academic Affairs: Brittanv Ann Wick
Our first meeting of the semester will be tomorrow night (Wednesday) at 7:30.
It will be fun so please try to attend.
Campus Improvements: Ben Lineweaver
We will be meeting right after the Senate meeting every Tuesday, so please make
plans to attend.
Legi slative Research Committee: Kevin Smiley
Let me give you a quick rundown on what LRC is about. Basically, if you join
this committee we will be given the legislation each week, and then we will go
through and see if that legislation is in accordance with the constitution and
bylaws of SGA.
Iftbat sounds like fun, I'm thinking about meeting on Thursdays at 4:00 p.m.
Public Relations: Vanessa Scott
I'm thinking my committee will be meeting on Thursdays at about 5:00 or 6:00.
I' ll send out an email once I figure it out.
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Student Affairs: Jesse Caylor
We will be meeting Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. right after Academic Affairs does.
Ad-Hoc
Sustainability: Joey Coe
,- I still haven't decided on a time to meet.
Please join this committee.

Special Orders
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\;

University Committee Reports

-,
",

University Senate Exec- We met Monday night to discuss SITE evaluations.
Judicial Council Report

At 7:45 tonight is the mandatory candidate interest meeting.
•

Bowling Green City Commission Report

No report.
Presidential Nominations

Executive Branch:
Chief of Staff- R. Skylar Jordan
Director of Public Relations- Monique Gooch
Director of Academic and Student Affairs- M. Andrew Eelov
Director of Informational Technology- Charlie Harris
University Senate:
Executive Board- R. Skylar Jordan
University Curriculum- M. Andrew Eelov
Faculty Welfare- R. Reagan Gilley
Academic Quality- Kayla W. Shelton
General Education- Vanessa Scott
Athletic Committee:
Male- Kendrick Bryan
Female- Megan Hodges

University Publications Committee:
Monique Gooch
R. Skylar Jordan
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Internationalization:
loey Coe
University Calendar Committee:
R. Reagan Gilley
Budget Council:
R. Reagan Gilley
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Emergency Management:
lohnathon F. Boles
Ben Lineweaver

,
•
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Technology Advisory Committee:
Charlie Harris

"

:M aster Planning Committee:
l ohnathon F. Boles
Senate Committee Heads:
Academic Affairs- Brittany Ann Wick
Campus Improvements- Ben Lineweaver
Legislative Research Comroittee- Kevin Smiley
Public Relations- Vanessa Scott
Student Affairs- Jesse Caylor
Sustainability (Ad Hoc)- Joey Coe
Senator Calhoun motioned to approve the nominees with a blanket vote. There was a
second. The motion passed unanimously with one abstention.
The nominees were voted in unanimously. They wore sworn in according to the Oath of
Office, Article IX of the bylaws.
Senate Nominations
Secretary of the Student Senate- Jacob Miers

Unfinished Business
Bill Ol-08-F Student Government Association Budget
Senator Calhoun motioned to have the bill constructively read. There was a second. The
motion passed with eighteen (18) in favor and one (1) against.
The author, Reagan Gilley, stood to speak about the bill.
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Administrative Vice President made afriendly amendment to change "Generic Senate
Programming" to "General Senate Programming".

Thl¥re was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: What are the stipends
used. for? Administrative Vice President Gilley; They are used to pay the executive
cab met.
\ ,
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Senator Beers made a motion to amend the bill by reallocating $2,250 from "Retreat" to
"General Senate Programming", leaving $250 for the Fall retreat and $250 for the Spring
retreat. There was a second.
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There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Calhoun: I don't know
anything about retreats, having never been on' one rnyself;,but I do know that $250
probably wouldn't even pay for the gas needed to get there and back.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Beers: $2,250 is real money
that we are being given by the students. Ifwe plan wisely we won't have to use any
money.
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There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: The extra money is
important. Hardly anyone came to the meetings before the retreat. We wouldn't be
getting as much accomplished.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Venable: I agree with
Brittany. Besides, DUC is booked for the entire year because of the renovations to Van
Meter.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Dooper: Could we research
other options before we come to a decision?
There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Senator Beers: We could do fun
things that wouldn't be costly.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Executive Vice President Shelton:
Just a heads up, there will be about 50 people at the retreat. It's hard to find a place to
accommodate that many people.
There was a request for a Point of Inforrnation from Senator Calhoun: As a student who's
paying money into the SGA budget, I would like to go on a retreat.
There was a request for a Point oflnfonnation from Senator Wick: I would like to say
that it will be easier to get things done because we will know and like each other after the
retreat.
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There was a request for a Point of Information from Kevin Smiley: It is important that we
try to do other things. Where we go has nothing to do with how much we learn. With
extra money we will be able to do more things.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Calhoun: How much money
is left over from last year's budget? Administrative Vice President Gilley: None.
•

-
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There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Bertke: Reallocating the
money does allow for a fair amount of creativity. I don't like the idea of throwing a big
party for ourselves.

,
There was a request for a Point of Information from Executive Vice President Shelton:
We looked into cheaper alternative, but a 10ttOfthose places were already booked.
There was a request for a Point ofInformation from Claire Priddy: I don't think
attendance will decline if you don't have it at some fancy hotel.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Administrative Vice President
Gilley: We have a $5,000 debit account with Aramark that we could use to pay for food.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Starkey: Maybe if we don't
cut so much money the retreat could sti ll be fun and cost effective.
There was a request for a Point ofInfonnation from Senator Wick: The fall retreat is not
a big party. We had a lot of fun last year but that was because we got to know each other
a lot better.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Beers: I didn't advocate for
the retreat to be on campus. If the state is making the university tighten their belts, we
need to start tightening our own belts.
There was a request fo r a Point oflnfonnation from Senator Starkey: Can we drive out
there, or do we have to take the vans? Executive Vice President Shelton: You can do
whichever one you want to.
There was a request fo r a Point of Information from Senator Dooper: I've been on many
retreats, some close, and some far away. It can be just as effective staying here in
Bowling Green.
There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Executive Vice President Shelton:
We can' t spend money until the budget is approved.
There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Director ofInfotmation Technology
Harris: \Vould there be a way to approve everything in the budget except this? Charlie
Pride: No, there is not. You can approve the budget now and then go back and reallocate
money, but you have to approve the entire budget.
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There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Senator Starkey: Is there anyway we
can compromise on the motion? Speaker Eaton: We have to vote on the amendment first.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Executive Vice President Shelton:
How much was spent on the retreat last year? Administrative Vice President Gilley: I
don't know an exact number, but I believe it .w~ between tw6l.and three thousand.

Senator Calhoun motioned to vote on the dMendment. There was a second. The
amendment Jailed with six (6) in favor and thirteen (13) opposed.
Senator Dooper made a motion to amend the bill by reallocating $1,500 from "Retreat"
to "General Senate Programming", leaving $625 for the Fall retreat and $625 for the
Spring retreat. There was a second.
"

There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Calhoun: Same chicken,
different egg.
•

There was a request for a Point of Information from Kevin Smiley: I still agree with the
amendment, and I think it's a great idea for the same reasons I did earlier.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Bertke: We are throwing
around a lot of numbers without doing any research. We should find a way to do it
cheaper. We are trying to rush this decision too much.
There was a request for a Point ofInfonnation from Senator Beers: Just so everyone
knows, there will still be $1,250 left for the retreat.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: These are really big
numbers to college students. Anybody who hasn't done research really doesn't know
what it costs or takes to plan a retreat. Trust them. They're going to spend the least
amount possible to get the job done.
There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Senator Scott: Would waiting affect
the retreat at all? Executive Vice President Shelton: Yes it would, very much so. It's very
difficult to find a place that SO people can spend the weekend.
There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Chief of Staff Jordan: Just because
$2,000 has been allocated doesn't mean that we will spend $2,000. Any money that will
be spent has to go through Reagan anyway.
There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Tedde Harden: You guys have a
really interesting opportunity before you tonight. This money may not all be spent on a
retreat. Think. about the message you will be sending to the students.
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There was a request fo r a Point of Information from Kevin Smiley: It looks to me like it
will cost more than $2,000.

Senator Calhoun motioned to vote on the amendment. There was a second. The
amendmentJailed with three (3) inJavor and sixteen (16) opposed.
Senator Calhoun motioned to vote on the bill. There was a second. The bill passed with
fifteen (15) in favor andfour (4) opposed. •
Bill 02-08-F FaU'Election Codes 2008

Senator Calhoun motioned to have the bill constructively reail. There was a second. The
motion passed unanimously.
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One of the authors, Lisa Kappler, stood to speak about the bill.

.
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There was a request for a Point ofInformation from Senator Beers: Is sending a message
to somebody via Facebook considered mass mailing? Justice Kappler: No, it is not.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Beers: Can you define an
agent ofa candidate? Justice Kappler: An agent is somebody who is clearly in support of
a candidate, i.e. somebody wearing a shirt or holding a poster.
There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Tedde Harden: Do you have the
jurisdiction to regulate somebody who is not a senator? Chief of Staff Jordan: While we
can' t control the people, there can be repercussions for the candidate.

The bill passed with eighteen (J 8) in Ja vor and one (1) abstention.

Organizational Aid Propos al
Senator Wick motioned to have the bill constructively read. There was a second. The
motion passed unanimously.
The author, Reagan Gilley, stood to speak about the proposal.

The proposal passed unanimously.

New Business
None.
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Announcements
Skylar Jordan: Get any important dates to me ASAP. Corrunittee heads let me know
when you are planning on meeting. Good job with the debate tonight.
Monique Gooch: I'm sending around a sign-up sheet about SEE and the bike fest.
Drew Eelov: POY and AOY is getting up and going, so get excited about that. I'm
passing around a sign up sheet for Western Wednesdays.
....,t
Jacob Miers: Make sure you read the rnin'l\tes when I send them out, because 1 could
misquote you. I need to see Katie BeImett after the meeting,
Kevin Smiley: If you are interested in LRC let me know.
Charlie Harris: Amazing debate tonight, guys. 1 love the spint compromise. Just
remember that you're not arguing, you're debating.
Brittany Ann Wick: If you have any ideas, come to committee meetings.
Nathan Eaton: Committee heads stop by my office after the meeting is over.
Kayla Shelton: The retreat is not set in stone. If you have any ideas give me a call. I
would love to hear possibilities.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:23 p.m.
Jacob A. Miers, Secretary of the Senate
Student Goverrunent Association
Western Kentucky University
-)
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